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Family Newsletter 
 

Nokomis Montessori South 
January 2020, Issue 5 

 
Dear Nokomis Montessori South Families- 

I hope everyone had a joyful and safe winter break. I know my 
daughters were happy when the snow fell. They were excited to get 
outdoors and play in the snow (even with the colder temperatures). I 
hope you all had some time to play as well J 
 
As a staff, we are excited to welcome back students this week! While 
continuing our work in our Distance Learning classrooms, we are also 
going to be busy preparing and planning for a return to in-person 
learning.  
 
The current plan is that our youngest students will return to in-person 
learning on Monday, February 1, 2021. The Governor’s order asked 
school districts to bring elementary students back in two groups—
grades PreK-2 and 3-5. Saint Paul Public Schools (SPPS) is working on 
a plan for our Montessori programs. We will share that information 
with you as soon as we have more details. Please check out 
additional information in this family newsletter.  
 
I will also host a few family sessions, two on January 7 and one on 
January 11. These sessions are informal gatherings. I will share any 
updates I have. Families will then have an opportunity to ask 
questions. Please submit questions in advance here. I will gather all of 
the questions and follow-up as soon as I have more details. 
 
Like always, please reach out to us anytime with questions by 
emailing or messaging your teachers on Seesaw or Schoology. You 
can also contact the main office at 651-744-5500. I’m also available 
at 651-274-2597 or email at abigail.felber-smith@spps.org.  
 
We continue to wish you all the best in these challenging times.  
Happy New Year! 
 
In partnership, 
 
Abby Felber-Smith, Principal 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 7 & 11 
Virtual family sessions (Q&A 
about transition to in-person 
learning) 
 
January 8 
Student conversation groups/clubs 
begin 

 
January 14 
PTO Meeting (via Zoom) 
 
January 18 
NO SCHOOL—MLK Day 

 
 

Important 
Announcement 

Curbside Library is up and 
running! You can complete a form 
requesting books from our school 
library. 
 
Once the request is submitted, 
watch for an email confirmation 
that your books are ready for pick-
up. The email will let you know 
when you can pick up your books. 
Pick-up days will be on Tuesdays 
from 4:30-6:30 PM. 
 
Email joshua.robinson@spps.org 
with any questions. 
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Counselor’s Corner 
 
Nokomis Montessori South Students and Families, 
 
2020 has almost come to an end and Puppy and I would like to share some 
exciting news with you.  Sometime in early January 2021 when we get back 
from winter break, Mr. Kyle and I will be full-time at Nokomis South.  We 
are incredibly excited to be joining you Monday through Friday and have 
lots of ideas on how we can build on what we’ve already started.  We can’t 
wait to see even more of you! 
 
In the month of December, the Counseling department completed a 3-week 
unit on personal safety, where we learned ways to stay safe, the Never-
Nevers, safe and unsafe touches and the Touching Rule.  I was also able to 
finish-up meeting with all 5th grade students individually to look at their 
interests, skills and set goals before they head off to middle school next year.  
We’ve covered a lot of material so far this school year and we’re not even 
half-way through.  In 2021, we will look at careers, bullying, managing our 
emotions and more. 
 
The lunch bunches have been highly successful and will continue as long as 
we’re in full-distance learning.  Please follow the schedule below to join Mr. 
Jerold, Ms. Becky and myself in Google Meet from 12:00-12:30.   

• Children’s House meets on Mondays using the code: 
nokomischlunch 

• E1 meets on Wednesdays using the code: nokomise1lunch 
• E2 meets on Fridays using the code: nokomise2lunch 

 
As always, if you ever need to reach out to me with any questions, concerns 
or anything else, then please email me at: kyle.johnson3@spps.org or you 
can also fill out this Parent Referral as well. 
 
Thank you and have a great month of January, 
 
Mr. Kyle 
 
Important News 
Si desea recibir el boletín familiar en papel o si desea que se traduzca, 
llame a la Sra. Beth al 651-744-5500. 
 
Yog koj xav tau daim ntawv tshaj ntawm, Family Newsletter, txhais 
lus Hmoob, thov hu rau Ms.beth, tus xov tooj yog 651-744-
5500.  Daim, Family newsletter, no qhia txog seb peb ua dabtsi tom 
tsev kawm ntawv, xws li puas muaj kev pab dabtsi rau me nyuam, 
puas muaj tej yam rau me nyuam kawm ib lub hli twg no. Ua tsaug. 
 

 
  

 

   Partnering Together! 

Reach out! 

Please reach out if you think your 
child would benefit from a 1:1 
check-in video conference with 
one of our student and family 
support team members. Form here.  

Family Q&A sessions 

Principal Abby will host some 
informal virtual gatherings where 
families can meet one another, get 
updates about the transition to in-
person learning, ask questions, and 
share feedback. Read below for 
more information.  
 
Please submit questions in 
advance here. 

Remember to follow us on 
Twitter 

@NokomisSouth 
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If you would like the monthly family newsletter in paper form or if you would like to have it translated, 
please call Ms. Beth at 651-744-5500. 
 
Meeting new staff  
We have had a few new staff members join our Nokomis Montessori team or 
move to new roles for the 2020-21 school year. Each month we are 
introducing some of these staff members. Check it out! 
 
Martina  
Hi, my name is Martina. I’m a teaching resident in the St. Paul Urban Teacher 
Residency (SUTR) program this year, working with students in the Autism 
Spectrum Disorder program. Before joining SUTR, I was a teaching assistant 
for St. Paul Schools for nine years, including two years at Nokomis Montessori 
South. A few faces have changed since I worked here last, but the caring and 
peaceful community of teachers and learners has not! In my free time I enjoy 
reading, doing puzzles, walking, biking, and playing board games with family 
and friends.  
 
Important news about a transition to in-person learning 
Who and when? We [SPPS] are planning to start bringing students back for full-time in-person learning 
on Monday, February 1, starting with our youngest learners. 

We are seeking additional guidance from the Minnesota Department of Education to determine which 
grades and programs will come back first. Families and staff will receive more information as soon as 
these important details are finalized. 
 
Virtual Learning School—IMPORTANT REMINDER: Pre-K through 5th grade students, including 
students who receive special education services in those grades, who wish to stay in distance learning 
are asked to enroll in the Virtual Learning School by Friday, January 8, if they haven’t done so 
already. If you already signed up for Virtual Learning School but would prefer in-person learning when 
we return in February, please contact the Student Placement Center at 651-632-3760 or call us at 651-
744-5500. 
 
Virtual family sessions with Ms. Abby, Principal: Ms. Abby will host brief virtual gatherings again this 
month. This month, we will share information and gather questions about the transition to in-person 
learning. We will send out reminders as the dates approach. Below are days/times and meeting links for 
the first few sessions. Mark your calendars J 
 
Day Time Meeting Link 
Thursday, January 7 4:00-4:30 PM 

OR 
6:30-7:00 PM 

https://meet.google.com/ojz-oqxg-iax 
 

Monday, January 11 4:00-4:30 PM https://meet.google.com/ojz-oqxg-iax 
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In-Person Learning: Preparing 
Mask-wearing: All students (ages 5 and up), staff, and visiting adults will need to wear face coverings 
when inside the school building. Below is language from our SPPS Student and Family Guidelines 
document regarding face coverings: 
 
As of July 25, 2020, per Emergency Executive Order 20-81, K-12 students, SPPS employees, and 
visitors are required to wear a face covering. Face coverings are required in any SPPS school building, 
district offices or while riding on school transportation vehicles. 
 
Pre-kindergarten children who are at least 2 years old may wear face coverings if they can do so in 
compliance with CDC guidance on How to Wear Cloth Face Covering without frequently touching or 
removing the covering. Children under 2 years or anyone with a medical, developmental, or behavioral 
condition that makes it unreasonable to wear a face covering must not wear face coverings. More 
information can be found here.  
 
Visitor policy: As a general rule, as schools reopen, no visitors or volunteers will be allowed on-site. 
Some accommodations will be made to honor current written agreements with partner organizations. 
Additional exceptions can be made on a case-by-case basis with approval from school administrators. 
Any visitors will need to sign in and out and wear cloth face coverings, available if needed through the 
school office.  
 
Contactless pick-up and drop-off procedures: When not riding the school bus to and from school, 
families will be able to drop their child off in the morning between 9:15 and 9:30 a.m. at the front 
doors. Families will not be able to accompany their child into the school building. If you drop off after 
9:30 a.m., please call the main office as you arrive. A staff member will meet your child at the front 
doors and support them in signing in. 
 
At dismissal, families will be able to pick up their child between 4:00 and 4:10 p.m. Families that pick 
up regularly will have a number (that corresponds to a number on their child’s backpack). Families will 
pull up to the front door, show the staff member your number, and a staff member will escort your child 
out the front doors to meet you. Families will not be allowed to park and enter the school building to 
pick up their child. If you need to pick up your child prior to 4:00 p.m., please call the main office (651-
744-5500) at least 10 minutes in advance. We will have your child gather their belongings and wait in 
the office. As you pull up at the front of the building, you can again call the main office and a staff 
person will escort your child out the front doors to meet you. 
 
School Choice Season 
This year Saint Paul Public Schools is unable to host their large in-person school choice fair event. 
If you know of families interested in joining us at Nokomis Montessori South for the 2021-22 
school year, please encourage them to come visit us virtually. They can call the main office at 651-744-
5500 to get more information about our upcoming virtual open house events and smaller virtual “school 
tour” events. Please also let them know that the SPPS school registration deadline is March 5, 2021. We 
appreciate your help in getting the word out about our strong learning community. 
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Virtual Open House (for prospective families): Nokomis Montessori South will host two virtual Open 
Houses on Thursday, January 28 for prospective families. One will be at 2:00 p.m. and one at 6:00 p.m. 
We will send out more information with the meeting links soon! 
 
If you or someone you know…  

• has a child that will be four by September 1, 2021 (they are eligible to apply for PreK) 
• has a child that will be five by September 1, 2021 (they are eligible to apply for Kindergarten) 
• is interested in learning about Montessori education for their 1st-5th grade student 

Then consider joining us for our one of our Open House sessions on January 28 to learn more about 
Montessori education and Nokomis South! If January 28 does not work with your schedule, check our 
website. We will host several other smaller virtual gatherings/tours through the month of February. 
Families can join a small session with the principal and a few other staff members to learn about 
Nokomis South and get their questions answered. 
 
New Student Registration: All applications for Saint Paul Public Schools are done through the SPPS 
Student Placement Center. Families can apply starting in January through March 5. The Student 
Placement Center will host virtual School Choice Enrollment Workshops to help families with the school 
application process and to answer questions. Each session will include a short presentation that explains 
the enrollment process.  
 
The five dates are: 
• 10 a.m. and 11 a.m., Saturday, January 9 
• 6:30 p.m., Thursday, January 14 
• 10 a.m., Thursday, January 28  
• 6:30 p.m., Thursday, February 11  
• 6:30 p.m., Thursday, February 25 

 
More information will be available on spps.org/apply. 
 
Current Nokomis Families: Please know if you currently have a PreK-4 grade student at Nokomis South, 
your child will automatically be enrolled in school at Nokomis South for the 2021-22 school year. You 
do not need to re-apply. If your child is currently in 5th grade, they will automatically be enrolled in 6th 
grade at Parkway Montessori for the 2021-22 school year.  
 
If you want to make a change, you can apply for school through the Saint Paul Public Schools Student 
Placement Center. You can apply now through March 5. Call our main office (651-744-5500) with any 
questions. 
 
Advanced Learners Assessment (CogAT) 
Kindergarten: This year, Portfolio Assessments will take the place of the CogAT for identification of 
Advanced Learners. Your child’s teacher will be reaching out to you between December 14 and January 
29 to schedule a time to talk with you so you can collaborate and complete this together. If you would 
prefer not to participate, please let your teacher know. 
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Grades 1-5: The optional Portfolio Assessment window for identification of Advanced Learners in 
Grades 1-5 is open between December 14 and January 29. If you are interested in nominating your 
student, please contact your child’s teacher or tdas@spps.org. 
 
If you have questions about the Advance Learners Assessment, please contact Principal Abby at 651-
274-2597 or abigail.felber-smith@spps.org.  
 
Online Scholastic Book Fair 
Thank you to everyone that ordered books online during our November Online Scholastic Book Fair! 
 
Free Virtual Family Workshop in January (in English and Spanish) 
Saint Paul Public Schools and the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) are partnering to offer a 
free, 1-hour parent education class in English and Spanish. The class is called Coping with Kids and 
discusses: 

• Developmental responses youth may have to this pandemic 
• 5 tips to help maintain your family's and your own mental health during this pandemic 
• Good communication skills when checking in with children and teens 
• Mental health resources in the community 

NAMI Minnesota (National Alliance on Mental Illness) is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
improving the lives of children and adults with mental illnesses and their families. NAMI Minnesota 
offers education, support and advocacy. See the attached flyers for more information. 
 
Updates from our Nokomis Montessori South Parent-Teacher-Organization (PTO) 
Our Nokomis Montessori South PTO meets each month. If you are interested in learning more about the 
work of the PTO, please email nokomissouthpto@gmail.com. You can also find more information online 
here.  
 
The next PTO meeting is on January 14 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Also, when you shop at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-2846688, Amazon donates money directly to 
Nokomis Montessori PTO at no extra cost to you.  Click on the link to go to Amazon Smile.  Happy 
Shopping! 
 
Distance Learning Tips 
Set alarms! We know many are doing this already. If you 
haven’t tried it, consider setting alarms as reminders for any 
Google Meet sessions your child has. This is a way to help 
build independence. When students hear the alarm, they 
know it is time to log-in for a synchronous learning session. 
Reach out with any questions about how to set an alarm on 
the iPad. We’d be happy to help! 


